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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Chrism 

1 . (Currently amended): A method for managing configuration information in a storage controller, 
the method comprising: 

conn e cting a romovabl e non volatile momory modul e to a first atcuage controller; and 
setting, bv an operator, bar ^n? PffiT ^ters that define how a backup oper ation will he executed: 
invoicing a backup operation using the backup parameters: and 
responsive to a given event[Q]Ji 

determining if a removable non-volatile memory module is conne cted to a first storage 
controller: and 

reanonsive to the removable non-volatile memory module being connected to the first 
storage controller, executin g the backup operation to store steriag configuration information from 
the first storage controller to the removable non- volatile memory module. 

2. (Currently amended): The method of claim 1, wherein the backup operation is invoked bv giv e n 
avont io one of an expiration of a period of time and an OTtpr e oo instruction that was entered bv [[from]] an 
operator. 

3. (Currently amended): The method of claim 1, wherein the given event is on expr e ss a command 
that was entered bv [[from]] an operator through one of interface software and a boot menu console. 

4. (Original): The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

responsive to a restore event, restoring the configuration information from the removable non- 
volatile memory module to the first storage controller. 

5 . (Currendy amended): The method of claim 4, wherein the restore event is an oxprooa a command 
that was entered bv [[from]] an operator through one of interface software and a boot menu console. 

6. (Original): The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

disconnecting the removable non-volatile memory module from the first storage controller. 
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7 . (Original): The method of claim 6, further comprising; 

connecting the removable non-volatile memory module to a second storage controller. 

8. (Original); The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

responsive to a restore event, restoring the configuration information from the removable non- 
volatile memory module to the second storage controller. 

9. (Currently amended): The method of claim 8, wherein the restore event is an oxpr e oD a command 
that was entered bv [[from]] an operator through one of interfile software and a boot menu console, 

1 0. (Original) : The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

determining whether the configuration information is compatible with the second storage 
controller; and 

responsive to the configuration information not being compatible with the second storage 
controller, notifying an operator of incompatible configuration information. 

L 1 . (Original) ; The method of claim 1 , wherein the configuration information includes at least one of 
configuration data, firmware, bootware images, and component summary data. 

12. (Currently amended): A storage controller, comprising; 
a processor; 

a memory electrically coupled to the processor; 

an externally accessible socket interface, wherein the externally accessible socket interface 
provides an electrical connection to the processor; [[and]] 

backup parameters, set by an operator, that define how a backup operation will be executed: 
invoking means for invoking a backup operation using the backup parameters: and 
responsive to a given event: 

determining means for determining if a removable non-volatile memory module is 
electrically coupled to the processor through the externally accessible socket interface: and 

res ponsive to the removable non-volatile memory module being electrically coupled to 
the processor, executing the b ackup operation to store 

a romovobl e non volatil e memory rnodul e-p loctrioolly ooupl e d to th e prooeooor through th e 
externally ooo e ooibl e aook e t interfac e , 
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wh e rein the proc e s s or, respon s ive to a given ovont, atoroa configuration information from the 
memory to the removable non- volatile memory module. 

13. (Original); The storage controller of claim 12, wherein the externally accessible socket interface 
is a Personal Computer Memory Card International Association card slot. 

14. (Currently amended): The storage controller of claim 12, wherein the backup operation is 
invoked by giv e n e vent iq one of an expiration of a period of time and an oxprooa instruction that was 
entered by [[from]] an operator. 

1 5 . (Original) : The storage controller of claim 1 2, wherein the configuration information includes at 
least one of configuration data, firmware, bootware images, and component summary data. 

1 6. (Original): The storage controller of claim 12, wherein the removable non-volatile memory 
module is a flash memory module. 

17. (Original): The storage controller of claim 1 6, wherein the flash memory module has a flash file 
system format for storing data. 

18. (Currently amended): An apparatus for managing configuration information in a storage 
controller, the apparatus comprising; 

means for setting, by an .operator* backup parameters that define how a backup operation will be 
executed: 

means for invoking a backup operation using the backup parameters: and 

moana fo r connecting a removable non volatile motnoiy modulo to a firot otorag e 
oontroller; and 

means, responsive to a given event, for: 

determining if a removable non-volatile memory module is connected to a first storage 
controller: and 

responsive to the removable nonvolatile memory module being connected to _the first 
storage controller, executing the backup opera tion to Btore sterag confi juration information from 
the first storage controller to the removable non-volatile memory module, 
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19. (Original): The apparatus of claim 18, further comprising; 

responsive to a restore event, restoring the configuration information from the removable non- 
volatile memory module to the first storage controller. 

20. (Original): The method of claim 18, further comprising: 

responsive to a restore event restoring the configuration information from the removable non- 
volatile memory module to a second storage controller. 



Page 6 of 10 
Balasuhramanian - 10/735,160 



PAGE 8/12 * RCVD AT 4/3/2006 4:38:12 PIW [Eastern DayBght Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/6 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:972 385 7766 * DURATION <mm-ss):03-24 



